THE  LAST  YEARS   OF CEOKGES  MANDEL
laws.85 After the war Bonnet, proclaiming his long and intimate
friendship with Mandel,8f denied that he had consented to a humilia-
tion of this sort.87 He said that according to protocol only certain
cabinet ministers were represented at receptions for ministers of foreign
affairs, and that for this reason four other ministers besides Mandel and
Zay had been excluded from the list of those invited. The fact remains,
though, that if Frenchmen believed Mandel and Zay had been excluded
because they were Jewish, the Germans must have shared this opinion
and considered it as a further sign of French weakness and com-
plaisance.
The year following Munich Hitler completed the conquest of
Czechoslovakia and began his campaign against Poland. The Western
Allies, unwilling to retreat any further, came to the aid of Poland
when she was attacked in September 1939. Daladier remained at the
head of the government in France, but opinion was far from united
behind him. The government and the country were divided between
those who wanted an active prosecution of the war and those who
hoped to obtain a negotiated peace. Paul Reynaud, Daladier's Finance
Minister and an advocate of a more vigorous policy, was considered
to be a candidate for his position. Mandel, learning that Daladier
suspected him and Reynaud of intrigues, denied any conspiracy, and
is reported to have told Daladier: "You are the only possible man
under the present circumstances. If you were not, it could not be me,
because I'm an Israelite, and on account of Hitler. He does not like
Jews, and there are so many people hereabouts who are anxious to
humour him.1* ^
The group in Parliament which wanted a more energetic policy
abstained from voting for Daladier in March 1940 and thus caused
his downfall, in hopes that Reynaud would then be called cm to form
a government,89 Reynaud, summoned by President Lebrun, receiired
a majority of only one vote. He was tempted to resign, but Mandel
encouraged him to stay on, saying that with the direction of the
government in their hands they would be able to accomplish something
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